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LETTER TO THE EDITOR FROM JOHN HARRISON

Awesome Responsibility

24/03/02

My name is John Harrison and I am the managing director of TecEco Pty. Ltd. a small Tasmanian research and development company. I am writing to tell you about and awesome responsibility my colleagues and I carry because we have developed the solution to many of the of the world’s most important problems.

Our position is frightening, frustrating and untenable. We have a solution to global warming, climate change, cost effective housing for the masses and global waste problems yet cannot seem to get anybody, particularly in government, to take any notice. We can get them to listen but the prevailing attitude appears to be entirely that of economic rationalists.

Quite a claim you may think. Well it is true. Imagine if a major science organisation had developed a material that was very cheap to make, that did not result in a lot of carbon dioxide being produced during manufacture, that comprised well over 90% wastes and that was recyclable. It would be recognised as a major breakthrough. It would also probably take 20 years to commercialise (Portland cement took over one hundred years). My company, TecEco Pty Ltd (www.tececo.com) are almost at the commercial stage and it took just a few short years. The technology we have developed is entirely compatible with Portland cements just like one can buy at the local hardware store and blends can be achieved that are as strong or as sustainable as required. Not only that, many blends are corrosion resistant in a manner not contemplated by Portland cement scientists, yet remain compatible with the stated objectives of the industry.

The economic, social and environmental ramifications of the TecEco technology are indeed humungous, because the built environment is such a major proportion of our developed world. According to the Australian Federal department of Industry Science and Tourism
 buildings are responsible for some 30 % of the raw materials we use, 42 % of the energy, 25% of water used, 12% of land use, 40% of atmospheric emissions, 20% of water effluents, 25% of solid waste and 13% of other releases
. The potential for sustainability is colossal and with over an additional billion people every ten years, over 90% of whom live in cities or towns
 it is essential that the technology is not lost the way a lot of good technology and inventions go in this country.

The benefits to Tasmanian from researching, developing and deploying the technology are also potentially huge – Industries based around the technology are likely to be clean, use sustainable energy such as from the new Hydro windmill project and employ many scientists and engineers because every waste in the world is different and empowering others to use them in a cementitous binder is quite complex.

So why did I write this letter and where to now? I wrote to your paper in the hope that you would letter others know about the enormous importance of our great enterprise. TecEco will be operating in a huge market of some 1.8 billion tonnes worth several trillion dollars and must obtain corporate and governmental support to get underway sooner rather that later. The problems we solve as well as our own are pressing ones and there is no doubt that we need to think laterally and develop what is a major new direction for the state.

John Harrison B.Sc. B.Ec. FCPA






� Australian Federal department of Industry Science and Tourism, Environmental & Economic Life Cycle Costs of Construction, 1998 - Detailed Discussion Paper, (section 2 - page 8)


� The reference given by Industry Science and Tourism was Worldwatch paper 124 How Ecology and Health Concerns Are Transforming Construction Worldwatch Paper 124 by David Malin Roodman and Nicholas Lenssen


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.unchs.org/habrdd/global.html" �United Nations Centre for Human Settlement (UNCHS) Habitat�, http://www.unchs.org/habrdd/global.html
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